Introduced by Council President Brosche and Council Vice President Bowman:
RESOLUTION 2017-587
A resolution honoring and remembering Walter Mayberry Lee III, the retired president of the JAX Chamber, for his visionary leadership and steadfast commitment to improving businesses and the quality of life in Northeast FloridA; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


Whereas, Walter Mayberry Lee III was born in Greenville, South Carolina, graduated from Furman University and attended Southeastern Theological Seminary at Wake Forest, pastored several small churches before embarking on a Chamber of Commerce career, serving as President and CEO of Chambers of Commerce in Spartanburg, South Carolina and Mobile, Alabama, prior to being hired as President and CEO of the Jacksonville Regional Chamber of Commerce in 1989; and


Whereas, Mr. Lee understood great things can be accomplished as a city and business community by working together toward common goals and not caring about who gets the credit; and

Whereas, Mr. Lee’s vision and foresight led to creating a regional economic development organization in Cornerstone, that has since been rebranded as JAXUSA Partnership, that marketed Northeast Florida for business expansion and has created tens of thousands of jobs and sparked billions of dollars of investment in our community; and


Whereas, Mr. Lee was a champion of entrepreneurship, understood that small business is the backbone of America, and demonstrated his advocacy through the creation of the Small Business Center, the Jacksonville Women’s Business Center, and other impactful programs at the Jacksonville Regional Chamber of Commerce; and 


Whereas, Mr. Lee played an integral role in Touchdown Jacksonville, the group of business and civic leaders that helped bring the Jacksonville Jaguars to our city; and 


Whereas, Mr. Lee championed civil rights causes and advocated for equal rights and protections for everyone in Jacksonville; and


Whereas, Mr. Lee was generous with his time and was active in our community, serving on many civic and professional boards including Habijax, the Jacksonville University Public Policy Institute, Edward Waters College, the Jacksonville Symphony, the Florida State College at Jacksonville (FSCJ) Foundation, We Care Jacksonville, the University of North Florida (UNF) Coggin College of Business, the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, the Association of Chamber of Commerce Executives (ACCE), the Florida Chamber of Commerce, the JAX Chamber Foundation and the Florida Association of Chamber Professionals (FACP); and


Whereas, Mr. Lee retired in 2012 after 23 years of dedicated service to the Jacksonville Regional Chamber of Commerce and continued to advocate for the betterment of our community; and


Whereas, Mr. Lee passed away July 28, 2017, following a sudden catastrophic illness and will be deeply missed and remembered for his visionary leadership, big personality and sense of humor; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

 The City Council and the City of Jacksonville hereby honors and celebrates the life of Walter Mayberry Lee III for his years of dedicated service to our community.


Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel
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